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Become a U.S. citizen: Uncle Sam wants you and vous and tu 


Airman 1st Class D’elbrah Assamoi, from Cote D’Ivoire, signs her U.S. certificate of citizenship after 
the Basic Military Training Coin Ceremony at Joint Base San Antonio-Lackland, in San Antonio, 
April 26, 2023. 
Associated Press 
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By LOLITA C. BALDOR 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — When Esmita Spudes Bidari was a 
young girl in Nepal, she dreamed of being in the military, 
but that wasn’t a real option in her country. 
Last week, she raised her right hand and took the oath 
to join the U.S. Army Reserves, thanks in part to a recruiter 
in Dallas who also is Nepalese and reached out to her 
through an online group. 
Bidari, who heads to basic training in August, is just the 
latest in a growing number of legal migrants enlisting in the 
U.S. military as it more aggressively seeks out immigrants, 
offering a fast track to citizenship to those who sign up. 
Struggling to overcome recruiting shortfalls, the Army and 
the Air Force have bolstered their marketing to entice 
legal residents to enlist, putting out pamphlets, working 
social media and broadening their outreach, particularly 
in inner cities. One key element is the use of recruiters with 
similar backgrounds to these potential recruits. 


Continued on Page 3 
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U.S. confirms China has had a spy base in Cuba since at least 2019 


By AAMER MADHANI 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Chi- 
na has been operating a 
spy base in Cuba since at 
least 2019, part of a global 
effort by Beijing to upgrade 
its 
intelligence-gathering 
capabilities, according to 
a Biden administration of- 
ficial. 
The official, who was not au- 
thorized to comment pub- 
licly and spoke on the con- 
dition of anonymity, said 
the U.S. intelligence com- 
munity has been aware of 
China's spying from Cuba 
and a larger effort to set up 
intelligence-gathering op- 
erations around the globe 
for some time. 
The Biden administration 
has stepped up efforts to 
thwart the Chinese push 
to expand its spying op- 


erations and believes it 
has made some progress 
through 
diplomacy 
and 
other unspecified action, 
according to the official, 
who was familiar with U.S. 
intelligence on the matter. 


The existence of the Chi- 
nese spy base was con- 
firmed after The Wall Street 
Journal reported on Thurs- 
day that China and Cuba 
had reached an agree- 
ment in principle to build 


an electronic eavesdrop- 
ping station on the island. 
The Journal reported China 
planned to pay a cash- 
strapped Cuba billions of 
dollars as part of the nego- 
tiations. The White House 
called the report inaccu- 
rate. "I've seen that press 
report, it's not accurate," 
White House National Se- 
curity Council spokesman 
John Kirby said in an MS- 
NBC 
interview 
Thursday. 
"What I can tell you is that 
we have been concerned 
since day one of this ad- 
ministration about China's 
influence activities around 
the world; certainly in this 
hemisphere and in this re- 
gion, we're watching this 
very, very closely." 
The U.S. intelligence com- 
munity 
had 
determined 
Chinese spying from Cuba 
has been an "ongoing" 
matter and is "not a new 
development," the admin- 
istration official said. 
Cuban 
Deputy 
Foreign 
Minister Carlos Fernández 
de 
Cossío 
also 
refuted 
the report in a Twitter post 
Saturday. "The slanderous 
speculation continues, evi- 
dently promoted by certain 
media to cause harm and 
alarm without observing 
minimum patterns of com- 
munication and without 
providing data or evidence 
to support what they dis- 
seminate," he wrote. 
President Joe Biden's na- 
tional security team was 
briefed by the intelligence 
community soon after he 
took office in January 2021 
about a number of sensi- 
tive Chinese efforts around 
the globe where Beijing 
was weighing expanding 
logistics, basing and collec- 
tion infrastructure as part 
of the People's Liberation 
Army's attempt to further its 
influence, the official said. 
Chinese officials looked at 
sites spanning the Atlantic 
Ocean, Latin America, the 
Middle East, Central Asia, 
Africa and the Indo-Pacif- 
ic. The effort included look- 
ing at existing collection fa- 
cilities in Cuba, and China 
conducted an upgrade of 
its spying operation on the 
island in 2019, the official 
said. 
Tensions between the U.S. 
and China have been 


fraught throughout Biden's 
term. 
The relationship may have 
hit a nadir last year after 
then-House Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi's visit to democrati- 
cally 
governed 
Taiwan. 
That visit, the first by a sitting 
House speaker since Newt 
Gingrich in 1997, led China, 
which claims the island as 
its territory, to launch mili- 
tary exercises around Tai- 
wan. 
U.S.-China 
relations 
be- 
came further strained early 
this year after the U.S. shot 
down a Chinese spy bal- 
loon that had crossed the 
United States. 
Beijing also was angered 
by Taiwan President Tsai 
Ing-wen's stopover in the 
U.S. last month that in- 
cluded an encounter with 
House Speaker Kevin Mc- 
Carthy. The speaker hosted 
the Taiwanese leader at 
the Ronald Reagan Presi- 
dential Library in southern 
California. 
Still, the White House has 
been eager to resume 
high-level communications 
between the two sides. 
Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken is planning to travel 
to China next week, a trip 
that was canceled as the 
balloon was flying over the 
U.S. Blinken expects to be in 
Beijing on June 18 for meet- 
ings with senior Chinese of- 
ficials, according to U.S. 
officials, who spoke Friday 
on condition of anonymity 
because neither the State 
Department nor the Chi- 
nese foreign ministry has 
yet confirmed the trip. 
CIA Director William Burns 
met in Beijing with his coun- 
terpart last month. White 
House national security ad- 
viser Jake Sullivan met with 
his Chinese counterpart in 
Vienna over two days in 
May and made clear that 
the administration wanted 
to improve high-level com- 
munications with the Chi- 
nese side. 
Defense Secretary Lloyd 
Austin recently spoke brief- 
ly with Li Shangfu, China's 
minister of national de- 
fense, at the opening din- 
ner of a security forum in 
Singapore. China had earli- 
er rejected Austin's request 
for a meeting on the side- 
lines of the forum.q 


The American and Chinese flags wave at Genting Snow Park 
ahead of the 2022 Winter Olympics, Feb. 2, 2022, in Zhangjiakou, 
China. 
Associated Press 
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Continued from Front 


“It is one thing to hear 
about the military from lo- 
cals here, but it is something 
else when it’s from your 
fellow brother, from the 
country you’re from,” said 
Bidari, who was contacted 
by Army Staff Sgt. Kalden 
Lama, the Dallas recruiter, 
on a Facebook group that 
helps Nepalese people in 
America connect with one 
another. “That brother was 
in the group and he was 
recruiting and he told me 
about the military.” 
The military has had suc- 
cess in recruiting legal immi- 
grants, particularly among 
those seeking a job, edu- 
cation benefits and train- 
ing as well as a quick route 
to becoming an American 
citizen. But they also require 
additional security screen- 
ing and more help filling 
out forms, particularly those 
who are less proficient in 
English. 
Both the Army and the 
Air Force say they will not 
meet their recruiting goals 
this year, and the Navy also 
expects to fall short. Pulling 
more from the legal immi- 
grant population may not 
provide large numbers, but 
any small boosts will help. 
The Marine Corps is the only 
service on pace to meet its 
goal. 
The shortfalls have led to a 
wide range of new recruit- 
ing programs, ad cam- 
paigns and other incen- 
tives to help the services 
compete with often high- 
er-paying, less risky jobs in 
the private sector. Defense 
leaders say young people 
are less familiar with the 
military, are drawn more to 
corporate jobs that provide 
similar education and other 
benefits, and want to avoid 
the risk of injury and death 
that service in defense of 
the United States could 
bring. In addition, they say 
that little more than 20% 
meet the physical, men- 
tal and character require- 
ments to join. 
“We have large popula- 
tions of legal U.S. residents 
who are exceptionally pa- 
triotic, they’re exception- 
ally grateful for the oppor- 
tunities that this country has 
provided,” said Air Force 


Maj. Gen. Ed Thomas, head 
of the service’s recruiting 
command. 
The 
biggest 
challenges 
have been identifying geo- 
graphic pockets of immi- 
grant populations, finding 
ways to reach them and 
helping any of those inter- 
ested navigate the com- 
plex military recruiting ap- 
plications and procedures. 
Last October, the Army re- 
established a program for 
legal permanent residents 
to apply for accelerated 
naturalization once they 
get to basic training. Re- 
cruiters began to reach out 
on social media, using short 
videos in various languages 
to target the top 10 coun- 
tries that recruits had come 
from during the previous 
year. 
The Air Force effort began 
this year, and the first group 
of 14 graduated from ba- 
sic training and were sworn 
in as new citizens in April. 
They included recruits from 
Cameroon, Jamaica, Ken- 
ya, the Philippines, Russia 
and South Africa. As of mid- 
May there were about 100 
in basic training who had 
begun the citizenship proc- 


ess and about 40 who had 
completed it. 
Thomas said the program 
required changes to Air 
Force policy, coordination 
with U.S. Citizenship and Im- 
migration Services and a 
careful screening process 
to ensure there are no se- 
curity risks. 
“We have to take excep- 
tional measures to be able 
to thoroughly vet and go 
through the security clear- 
ance 
investigation,” 
he 
said, adding that in many 
cases the immigrants are 
not immediately put in 
jobs that require top secret 
clearance. 
Under the new program, re- 
cruits are quickly enrolled in 
the citizenship system and 
when they start basic train- 
ing, an expedited process 
kicks off, including all re- 
quired paperwork and test- 
ing. By the time Air Force 
recruits finish their seven 
weeks of training, the proc- 
ess is complete and they 
are sworn in as American 
citizens. 
The first group of 14 includ- 
ed several who are seek- 
ing various medical jobs, 
while another wants to be 


an air transportation spe- 
cialist. Thomas said Airman 
1st Class Natalia Laziuk, 31, 
emigrated from Russia nine 
years ago, has dreamed of 
being a U.S. citizen since 
she was 11, and learned 
about 
the 
military 
by 
watching American movies 
and television. 
“Talking to this young air- 
man, she essentially said, 
‘I just wanted to be useful 
to my country,’” he said. 
“And that’s a story that we 
see played over and over 
and over again. I’ve talked 
to a number of these folks 
around the country. They’re 
hungry to serve.” 
For Bidari, who arrived in 
the U.S. in 2016 to attend 
college, the fast track to 
citizenship was important 
because it will make it easi- 
er for her to travel and bring 
her parents to the United 
States to visit. Speaking in 
a call from Chicago just a 
day after she was sworn in, 
she said she enlisted for six 
years and hopes that her 
future citizenship will help 
her become an officer. 
In Chicago earlier this year, 
Army Secretary Christine 
Wormuth heard from a 


number of recruiters about 
the 
increased 
outreach 
to immigrant communities 
and how it helped them 
meet their numbers. In the 
2022 budget year, they 
said, the Chicago recruit- 
ing battalion enlisted 70 
legal permanent residents 
and already this year they 
have enlisted 62. 
More broadly across the 
Army, close to 2,900 enlist- 
ed during the first half of this 
budget year, compared 
with about 2,200 during the 
same period the previous 
year. The largest numbers 
are from Jamaica, with 384, 
followed by Mexico, the 
Philippines and Haiti, but 
many are from Nepal, Ni- 
geria, Ghana, Cameroon, 
Colombia and the Domini- 
can Republic. 
“As a little girl, looking at the 
soldiers, I always had admi- 
ration for them,” said Bidari, 
recalling British troops in 
Nepal. “Yesterday, when I 
was able to take that oath 
... I don’t think I have words 
to really explain how I was 
feeling. When they said, 
‘Welcome future soldier,’ I 
was like, ‘Oh my goodness, 
this is happening.’”q 


Airman 1st Class Natalia Laziuk, from Russia, left, and Airman 1st Class Ross Mudie, from South Africa, look at their U.S. Certificates of 
Citizenship after signing it following the Basic Military Training Coin Ceremony on April 26, 2023, at Joint Base San Antonio-Lackland, 
Texas. 
Associated Press 
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SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 
Nine people were wound- 
ed in a mass shooting in 


San Francisco’s Mission Dis- 
trict on Friday night in what 
police said appeared to 


be a “targeted and isolat- 
ed” incident. 
The San Francisco Chroni- 
cle reported that the shoot- 
ing happened shortly after 
9 p.m. during a party host- 
ed by a clothing store near 
the intersection of 24th 
Street and Treat Avenue. 
The San Francisco Police 
Department initially 
said 
that all of the victims were 
“expected to survive their 
injuries.” But a statement 
from the Zuckerberg San 
Francisco General Hospital 
said one of the victims re- 
mained in critical condition 
as of Saturday afternoon. 
Another was said to be in 
serious condition, four were 
in fair condition and three 
had 
already 
been 
dis- 


charged. The victims were 
eight men and one woman 
ranging in age from 20 to 
34, the hospital said. 
Police Chief William Scott 
called the violence “unac- 
ceptable.” 
“People should feel safe 
to go out in San Francis- 
co without fear of being 
victims of gun violence,” 
Scott said. “Our investiga- 
tors are working diligently 
on this case, and we will 
have a visible police pres- 
ence moving forward in 
the community where this 
occurred.” 
Dying Breed, a clothing 
store located near the in- 
tersection where the shoot- 
ing happened, was sched- 
uled to celebrate its sixth 


anniversary 
Friday 
night 
with a block party, accord- 
ing to a post on the store’s 
Instagram account. 
A person who answered 
the phone at the store de- 
clined to comment. 
The Mission District is one 
of San Francisco’s oldest 
neighborhoods, named af- 
ter the Mission Dolores — a 
Spanish mission that dates 
back to 1776. Historically 
Latino 
and 
increasingly 
gentrifying in recent years, 
the vibrant area is home to 
numerous restaurants and 
shops. 
Mayor London Breed said 
first responders were quick 
to react to the shooting 
and noted that “no lives 
were lost.”q 


By MICHAEL R. SISAK AND 
MIKE BALSAMO AND JAKE 
OFFENHARTZ 
Ted Kaczynski, known as the 
“Unabomber,” who car- 
ried out a 17-year bombing 
campaign that killed three 
people and injured 23 oth- 
ers, died by suicide, four 
people familiar with the 
matter told The Associated 
Press. 
Kaczynski, who was 81 and 
suffering from late-stage 
cancer, was found unre- 
sponsive in his cell at the 
Federal 
Medical 
Center 
in Butner, North Carolina, 
around 12:30 a.m. on Satur- 
day. Emergency respond- 
ers performed CPR and 
revived him before he was 
transported to a hospital, 
where he was pronounced 
dead later Saturday morn- 
ing, the people told the AP. 
They were not authorized to 
publicly discuss Kaczynski’s 
death and spoke to the AP 
on condition of anonymity. 
Kaczynski’s death comes 
as 
the 
federal 
Bureau 
of Prisons has faced in- 
creased scrutiny in the last 
several years following the 
death of wealthy financier 
Jeffrey Epstein, who also 
died by suicide in a federal 
jail in 2019. 
Kaczynski had been held in 
the federal Supermax pris- 
on in Florence, Colorado, 
since May 1998, when he 
was sentenced to four life 
sentences plus 30 years for 


a campaign of terror that 
set universities nationwide 
on edge. He admitted 
committing 16 bombings 
from 1978 and 1995, per- 
manently maiming several 
of his victims. 
In 2021, he was transferred 
to the federal medical 
center in North Carolina, a 
facility that treats prisoners 
suffering from serious health 
problems. Bernie Madoff, 
the infamous mastermind 
of the largest-ever Ponzi 
scheme, died at the facility 


of natural causes the same 
year. 
A 
Harvard-educated 
mathematician, Kaczynski 
lived as a recluse in a din- 
gy cabin in rural Montana, 
where he carried out a 
solitary bombing spree that 
changed the way Ameri- 
cans 
mailed 
packages 
and boarded airplanes. 
His targets included aca- 
demics and airlines, the 
owner of a computer rental 
store, an advertising exec- 
utive and a timer industry 


lobbyist. In 1993, a Califor- 
nia geneticist and a Yale 
University computer expert 
were maimed by bombs 
within the span of two days. 
Two years later, he used 
the threat of continued vio- 
lence to convince The New 
York Times and The Wash- 
ington Post to publish his 
manifesto, a 35,000 word 
screed against modern life 
and technology, as well as 
damages to the environ- 
ment. 
The tone of the treatise was 


recognized by his brother, 
David, and David’s wife, 
Linda Patrik, who tipped 
off the FBI, which had 
been searching for the 
Unabomber for years in the 
nation’s longest, costliest 
manhunt. 
Authorities in April 1996 
found him in a small ply- 
wood and tarpaper cabin 
outside Lincoln, Montana, 
that was filled with journals, 
a coded diary, explosive 
ingredients and two com- 
pleted bombs. 
While awaiting trial, in 1998, 
Kaczynski 
attempted 
to 
hang himself with a pair of 
underwear. Though he was 
diagnosed by a psychiatrist 
as a paranoid schizophren- 
ic, he was adamant that 
he wasn’t mentally ill. He 
eventually pleaded guilty 
rather than allow his attor- 
neys to present an insanity 
defense. 
Growing up in Chicago, 
Kaczynski 
skipped 
two 
grades before attending 
Harvard at age 16, where 
he published papers in 
prestigious 
mathematics 
journals. 
The FBI called him the “Un- 
abomber” 
because 
his 
early targets seemed to be 
universities and airlines. An 
altitude-triggered bomb he 
mailed in 1979 went off as 
planned aboard an Ameri- 
can Airlines flight; a dozen 
people aboard suffered 
from smoke inhalation.q 


‘Unabomber’ Ted Kaczynski died by suicide in prison medical center 


Theodore “Ted” Kaczynski is flanked by federal agents as he is led to a car from the federal 
courthouse in Helena, Mont., April 4, 1996. 
Associated Press 


9 people wounded in San Francisco mass shooting 


Police secure and investigate the scene of a shooting in San 
Francisco on Friday, June 9, 2023. 
Associated Press 
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By JILL LAWLESS 
Associated Press 
LONDON (AP) — Former 
Scottish First Minister Nicola 
Sturgeon, who dominated 
politics in Scotland for al- 
most a decade, was ar- 
rested and questioned for 
several hours on Sunday 
by police investigating the 
finances of the governing, 
pro-independence Scottish 
National Party. 
Police 
Scotland 
said 
a 
52-year-old woman was 
detained Sunday morning 
“as a suspect in connec- 
tion with the ongoing in- 
vestigation into the funding 
and finances of the Scottish 
National Party.” 
She was “released without 
charge 
pending 
further 


investigation” 
about 
six 
hours later, the force said. 
British police do not iden- 
tify suspects until they are 
charged. 
Sturgeon said after her re- 
lease that her arrest had 
been “both a shock and 
deeply distressing.” 
“Obviously, given the na- 
ture of this process, I cannot 
go into detail,” she said in 
a statement on social me- 
dia. “However, I do wish to 
say this, and to do so in the 
strongest possible terms. In- 
nocence is not just a pre- 
sumption I am entitled to in 
law. I know beyond doubt 
that I am in fact innocent 
of any wrongdoing.” 
The SNP said the party had 
been 
“cooperating 
fully 


with this investigation and 
will continue to do so. How- 
ever, it is not appropriate to 
publicly address any issues 
while that investigation is 
ongoing.” 
Two former SNP officials, 
Colin Beattie, who was 
treasurer, and Peter Murrell, 
who was chief executive, 
were previously arrested 
and questioned as part of 
the investigation. Like Stur- 
geon, both were released 
pending further inquiries. 
Murrell is Sturgeon’s hus- 
band, and police searched 
the 
couple’s 
home 
in 
Glasgow after his arrest in 
April. 
It is highly unusual for a 
leader or former leader of 
a UK political party to be 


arrested. The last such case 
also concerned the Scot- 
tish Nationalists: Sturgeon’s 
predecessor as first minister, 
Alex Salmond, was arrested 
in 2019 and charged with 
a series of sexual offenses, 
including attempted rape. 
He was acquitted on all 13 
charges after a trial in Jan- 
uary 2020. 
Before that, in 1979, the for- 
mer Liberal party leader, 
Jeremy Thorpe, went on tri- 
al, accused of conspiracy 
and incitement to murder. 
The man he was charged 
with trying to kill claimed 
they had a sexual relation- 
ship at a time when homo- 
sexuality was illegal. Thorpe 
denied his claim and was 
acquitted.q 


KAOHSIUNG, Taiwan (AP) 
— Taiwanese President Tsai 
Ing-wen on Saturday said 
the self-ruled island would 
work to improve its rescue 
and defense capabilities 
with 
new 
technologies, 
adding that strengthening 
Taiwan is key to maintaining 
peace. Tsai also pledged 
that her government would 
promote policies to safe- 
guard maritime and border 
security after inspecting an 
anti-terror drill in Kaohsiung 
city in southwestern Taiwan. 
“The safer Taiwan is, the 
safer the world is,” she said. 
Tsai’s remarks came as the 
democratic island faces 
increasing military threats 
from China, which sees Tai- 
wan as a breakaway prov- 
ince to be retaken by force 
if necessary. 
During Saturday’s drills, Tai- 
wanese 
security 
officers 
demonstrated how they 
would defend against ter- 
rorist acts at sea. 
Some climbed from small 
boats onto a vessel con- 
trolled by “terrorists” and 
brought them under con- 
trol. Others rappelled down 
from a flying helicopter. 
The simulation ended with 
a dramatic scene in which 
some officers hung in the 


air as they were sent back 
to the helicopter. 
Taiwan and China split in 
1949 following a civil war 
that ended with the ruling 
Communist Party in control 
of the mainland. 
The island has never been 
part of the People’s Re- 
public of China, but Beijing 
says it must unite with the 
mainland. Beijing also has 


intensified its battle to win 
away Taiwan’s diplomatic 
allies since independence- 
leaning Tsai took office in 
2016. In March, Honduras 
established formal relations 
with China, becoming the 
latest in a string of countries 
to break diplomatic ties 
with Taiwan. 
Honduran 
President 
Xio- 
mara 
Castro 
arrived 
in 


Shanghai on Friday on her 
first visit since the establish- 
ment of ties. 
She said her country would 
strengthen 
cooperation 
with the financial hub and 
actively participate in the 
China International Import 
Expo to be held there in 
November, according to a 
report by state media Xin- 
hua on Saturday.q 


Taiwan president pledges to strengthen island’s 
defense capability with new technologies 


Taiwanese President Tsai Ing-wen, center, waves before an offshore anti-terrorism drill outside the 
Kaohsiung harbor in Kaohsiung, southern Taiwan, Saturday, June 10, 2023. 
Associated Press 


Ex-Scottish leader Nicola Sturgeon released after 
arrest by police in party finance probe 


By MARKO ÁLVAREZ 
Associated Press 
BOGOTA, Colombia (AP) 
— The four Indigenous chil- 
dren who survived 40 days 
in the Amazon jungle after 
their plane crashed have 
shared limited but harrow- 
ing details of their ordeal 
with their family, including 
that their mother survived 
the crash for days before 
she died. 
The kids, aged 13, 9 and 
4 years and 11 months, 
are expected to remain 
for at least two weeks in 
a hospital receiving treat- 
ment after their rescue Fri- 
day, but some are already 
speaking and wanting to 
do more more than lying 
on a bed, according to 
family members. Manuel 
Ranoque, father of the two 
youngest children, told re- 
porters outside the hospital 
Sunday that the oldest of 
the four surviving children 
— 13-year-old Lesly Jaco- 
bombaire Mucutuy — told 
him their mother was alive 
for about four days after 
the plane crashed on May 
1 in the Colombian jungle. 
Ranoque said before she 
died, 
the 
mother 
likely 
would have told them: “go 
away,” apparently asking 
them to leave the wreck- 


age site to survive. He pro- 
vided no more details. 
Fidencio Valencia, a child’s 
uncle, told media outlet 
Noticias Caracol the chil- 
dren were starting to talk 
and one of them said they 
hid in tree trunks to protect 
themselves in a jungle area 
filled with snakes, animals 
and mosquitoes. He said 
they were exhausted. 
“They at least are already 


eating, a little, but they 
are eating,” he said after 
visiting them at the military 
hospital in Bogota, Colom- 
bia. On Saturday, Defense 
Minister 
Iván 
Velásquez 
had said the children were 
being 
rehydrated 
and 
couldn’t eat food yet. 
Later, Valencia provided 
new details of the children’s 
recovery two days after the 
rescue: “They have been 


drawing. Sometimes they 
need to let off steam.” He 
said family members are 
not talking a lot with them 
to give them space and 
time to recover from the 
shock. 
The children were travel- 
ing with their mother from 
the Amazonian village of 
Araracuara to San Jose del 
Guaviare when the plane 
went down. 


The Cessna single-engine 
propeller plane was car- 
rying three adults and the 
four children when the pilot 
declared an emergency 
due to engine failure. The 
small aircraft fell off the ra- 
dar a short time later and a 
search for survivors began. 
Dairo Juvenal Mucutuy, an- 
other uncle, told local me- 
dia that one of kids said he 
wanted to start walking. 
“Uncle, I want shoes, I want 
to walk, but my feet hurt,” 
Mucutuy said the child told 
him. 
“The only thing that I told 
the kid (was), ‘when you re- 
cover, we will play soccer,” 
he said. 
Authorities and family mem- 
bers have said the fam- 
ily survived eating cassava 
flour and seeds, and that 
some familiarity with the 
rainforest’s fruits were also 
key to their survival. The kids 
are members of the Huitoto 
Indigenous group. 
After being rescued on 
Friday, the children were 
transported in a helicop- 
ter to Bogota and then to 
the military hospital, where 
President Gustavo Petro, 
government and military 
officials, as well as family 
members met with the chil- 
dren on Saturday.q 
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Oldest of 4 siblings who survived Colombian plane crash told 
family their mother lived for days 


Manuel Ranoque, the father of two of the youngest Indigenous children who survived an Amazon 
plane crash that killed three adults, and then braved the jungle for 40 days before being found 
alive, speaks to the media from the entrance of the military hospital where the children are 
receiving medical attention, in Bogota, Colombia, Sunday, June 11, 2023. 
Associated Press 


China complains to South Korean ambassador in tit-for-tat move 


BEIJING (AP) — A Chinese 
official lodged a complaint 
with South Korea’s ambas- 
sador to China, in a tit-for- 
tat move after Beijing’s 
envoy to South Korea was 
summoned last week over 
his 
comments 
accusing 
Seoul of tilting toward the 
United States. 
Assistant Foreign Minister 
Nong Rong expressed dis- 
satisfaction 
with 
Seoul’s 
response to last week’s 
meeting between Chinese 
Ambassador Xing Haiming 
and a South Korean oppo- 
sition leader, according to 
a statement Sunday from 
China’s Foreign Ministry. 
Nong said it was Xing’s 
duty to meet with differ- 
ent people in South Korea 
and he hoped Seoul would 
reflect on the relationship 
between the two countries 


and work with China to pro- 
mote healthy and stable 
ties, the statement added. 
The diplomatic row be- 
tween China and South 
Korea comes amid fierce 
competition 
between 
Washington and Beijing for 
global influence. 
South Korea, whose econo- 
my depends greatly on ex- 
ports of computer memory 
chips and other technol- 
ogy products, has strug- 
gled to strike a balance 
between the United States, 
its decades-long military 
ally, and China, the biggest 
buyer of its goods. 
On Friday, South Korean 
First Vice Foreign Minister 
Chang Ho-jin warned Xing 
over his “senseless and pro- 
vocative” remarks made 
during a meeting with South 
Korean Democratic Party 


leader Lee Jae-myung, a 
key rival of conservative 
President Yoon Suk Yeo. 
In the meeting last week, 
Xing accused Yoon’s gov- 
ernment of leaning exces- 
sively toward Seoul’s treaty 
ally, the U.S., and damag- 
ing its relations with China. 
Xing said South Korea was 
entirely to blame for the 
“many difficulties” in bi- 
lateral relations, citing its 
growing trade deficit with 
China, which he attrib- 
uted to “de-Chinaization” 
efforts, apparently refer- 
ring to actions by South 
Korean companies to shift 
their supply chains away 
from China. His comments 
quickly drew ire from Seoul, 
which accused Xing of vio- 
lating diplomatic protocols 
and interfering with South 
Korean domestic politics.q 


Chinese Ambassador to South Korea Xing Haiming, right, 
shakes hands with South Korea’s main opposition Democratic 
Party leader Lee Jae-myung before their dinner meeting at 
the Chinese ambassador’s residence in Seoul, South Korea, 
Thursday, June 8, 2023. . 
Associated Press 
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Our locals, Our pride. 


SAN NICOLAAS — Meet 
Heintje Ras an Aruban fire- 
man with a passion for the 
Aruban Culture. His love 
for everything that has to 
do with our heritage is vis- 
ible in his day to day life at 
his own museum. Museo di 
Antiguedad “Nos Bieunan”. 


Museum 
of 
Antiqueness 
“our elderly”. 


Since young Heintje has 
been taught to fix sewing 
machines. 
So 
whenever 
someone needed to fix a 
machine they would call 
him. While fixing a bro- 


ken sewing machine at a 
home some years back he 
saw that the owners of the 
house had a very old sew- 
ing machine thrown in the 
backyard and he asked 
if he can have it. He took 
it home, fixed it and from 
there he got the idea to 
start collecting old artifacts 
that people wanted to 
throw away or had no use 
for it. For Heintje all these 
artifacts have a special 
meaning, a value, they all 
tell the story of our ances- 
tors and our heritage. That 
is why he is trying to “res- 
cue” all artifacts that tells a 
story of our past. 


The collection started in 
his garage at home. More 
and more artifacts were 
gathered that it even got 
so crowded that he started 
putting them in his living 


room and continued to 
spread all over the house. 
That is where the idea 
came up to open up his 
house for the public. The 
need to educate specially 
kids but also people of all 
ages about our history and 
our ancestors is what lead 
him to open his own muse- 
um at his house. He feels joy 
when seeing kids interested 
in knowing the history of the 
artifact, how it works, espe- 
cially since kids nowadays 
only know the digital era 


and everything is so easy to 
get. He also loves to share 
his knowledge of these ar- 
tifacts and their original 
names in our Papiamento 
language. 


At his museum you will find 
artifacts dated from the 
early 1600’s. From antique 
furniture, pots, pans, musi- 
cal instruments, paintings, 
tools, lamps, sewing ma- 
chines and so much more. 
There is a collection of 
around 1000 artifacts. He 
is in love with his whole col- 
lection but his favorite arti- 
facts are a music box which 
was almost impossible for 
him to get but after a lot of 
negotiations he finally got it 
and also a cash register of 
over 100 years old that took 
him 8 years to get in his pos- 
session. 
He still has a dream he 
wants to see come true this 
is to have a “Museum on 
Wheels”. A bus with all kinds 
of artifacts which he can 
drive all around the island 
and take it to all schools 
and closer to the tourists. 
The museum is located at 
Rooi Master 5E, near Sava- 
neta. For more information 
contact him on 5632121 
or on facebook at Museo 
di Antiguedad " Nos Bieu- 
nan". 
Reservations 
are 
required.q 
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Prepaid High-Speed Internet 
anywhere on the island 


Are you in Aruba for "Workation" and 
need high-speed Internet anywhere at 
any time? SETAR, Aruba's biggest tele- 
com provider, offers you the fastest wire- 
less Internet plans on an LTE network. 
Work remotely on the beach via your 
tablet, laptop, or smartphone and enjoy 
faster upload and download speeds. 
SETAR Prepaid Wireless Broadband of- 
fers you a lower latency rate, meaning 
websites loads faster, YouTube does not 
pause every five seconds, and apps 


download at a higher speed, all using 
your Mi-Fi device. 
SETAR Wireless Broadband Prepaid of- 
fers you Internet anywhere for a fixed 
fee without worrying about additional 
charges, and it is easy to use and ac- 
cess. Choose the bundle that suits your 
budget and needs. 
Visit SETAR Teleshop with locations 
around the island or at the airport to 
check your Mi-Fi SIM or device.q 


Aruba to me 


ORANJESTAD — You are back and we would like to portrait 
you! By inviting you to send us your favorite vacation 
picture while enjoying our Happy Island. 


Complete the sentence: Aruba to me is ……. Send your 
picture with that text (including your name and where 
you are from) to: news@arubatoday.com and we will 
publish your vacation memory. Isn’t that a special way 
to keep your best moments alive? Please do note that By 
submitting your photos, text or any other materials, you give 
permission to The Aruba Today Newspaper, Caribbean 
Speed Printers and any of its affiliated companies to use 
said provided materials, as well as names, likeness, etc. 
for promotional purposes without compensation. 
Last but not least: check out our website, Instagram 
and Facebook page! Thank you for supporting our free 
newspaper, we strive to make you a happy reader every 
day again. 


For today we received a lovely message from our visitors 
Julie & Mike who are from Denver, Colorado. 


They lovely visitors wrote to us saying; “Aruba to us is a 
warm breeze of gratitude.” 


Thank you for sending us this wonderful message sharing 
what Aruba means to you with us and our readers!q 
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Prohibited by law: leaving the island with seashells, white sand or corals 


(Oranjestad)—Often times, 
the customs department at 
the airport intercepts many 
tourists leaving the island 
with seashells, white sand 
and/or corals as souvenirs. 


Conforming to the inter- 
national treaty of CITES 
and our local law which 
protects our Flora & Fau- 
na, it is absolutely prohib- 
ited to take any seashell, 
sand and coral outside 
of Aruba. This is to protect 
our environment. The high 
number of seashells, coral 


and amount of sand con- 
fiscated is very strange and 
it is suspected that our own 
locals are the ones selling 
these to the tourists, which 
is unacceptable. 
Upon confiscation at the 
airport, you can also face 
a fine that they have to 
pay before leaving. This is 
surely not a pleasant ex- 
perience for the tourist. This 
also leads to a negative re- 
action which can put our 
tourism in a negative light. 
Though we love to accom- 
modate our visitors, let’s all 


give nature the respect it 
deserves by protecting our 
environment. Abstain from 
collecting seashells, white 
sand and corals from our 
shores and stop buying or 
accepting these from local 
sellers or companies. 


We want our future gener- 
ations and visitors to enjoy 
the beauty of our beaches, 
shells and corals in a sus- 
tainable way, without de- 
stroying or disrupting the 
Aruban ecosystem. Help us 
protect what is ours!q 


Can I have a …, please? 


ORANJESTAD — Want to 
taste 
something 
differ- 
ent for a change?? How 
about a different breakfast 
from what you are used to 
at your hotel. Hop in your 
car, drive around and any- 
where around the island 
you will come across a lo- 
cal snack shop. 


Here you will find all types of 
snacks loved by the locals. 
With this article we will help 
you order one of these de- 
licious and beloved snacks 


just like a local! 


One of the staples of Aru- 
ban cuisine and snacks is 
the Pastechi. Pastechi is 
a Caribbean fried pastry 
that is filled with cheese, 
meat, 
chicken, 
veggies 
and sometimes even fish! . 
Or perhaps you might want 
to try a croquette, locally 
called a kroket which is a 
crusty fried snack made 
out of meat that is usually 
shaped like a log and in its 
Dutch version a ball. Anoth- 


er delicious snack to try is a 
dedito. it’s a stick of dough 
wrapped 
around 
either 
cheese or hotdog. It’s remi- 
niscent to pigs in a blanket 
but it’s thinner and longer. 
If you’d like to order a de- 
dito of cheese, you’d order 
a “dedito di keshi” and if 
it’s a dedito of hotdot, the 
order would be a “dedito 
di hotdog.” If you want to 
try something more famil- 
iar go for a homemade 
hamburger or a ham and 
cheese toast, but with a lo- 
cal touch. All these snacks 
are ridiculously addictive. 


Freshen up with a delicious 
fruit shake, locally called 
Batidos. They are made out 
of watermelon, strawberry, 
banana, papaya, passion 


fruit or a mix any fruit to- 
gether. What makes these 
little snack shops more at- 
tractive is the warmth of 
its people and with the 
smile while you are being 
served.q 
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Aruba’s underwater wonderland 


ORANJESTAD - Exploring the underwater wonders is some- 
thing you should definitely do during your stay in Aruba. 
The underwater world has everything to offer that makes 
a snorkel trip so exceptional; an impressive, colorful sea 
life with exotic fishes, turtles and beautiful coral reef. The 
historic shipwrecks, located on the Aruban seabed are 
also worth a visit. Aruba is known for its white beaches 
and blue oceans, which means there are many fascinat- 
ing under water spots, where you can take your snorkel- 
ing gear and we selected the top spots for you. 


Tres Trapi 
Tres Trapi means tree steps in Papiamento, Papiamento 
is together with Dutch the official language spoken on 
Aruba. The beach is called Tres Trapi because it is acces- 
sible by the tree steps carved into the rocks. Tres Trapi is a 
small rocky beach, located on the north-western side of 
the island, approximately 5 to 10 minute drive from Palm 
Beach. From the unique steps you can easily walk over 
the beach into the clear and turquoise blue ocean. While 
snorkeling you will encounter all kind of tropical fishes and 


sea stars. The kind of starfish 
you will find in the Aruban 
waters is the red cushion 
sea star. This is a starfish that 
is commonly found in the 
shallow waters of the Ca- 
ribbean sea and if you are 
lucky during your snorkeling 
visit to Tres Trapi, you may 
come across one of the 
green sea turtles. Respect 
the animal, keep your dis- 
tance and enjoy the view. 
Also remember; it is a once 
in a life time experience. 


Antilla shipwreck 
Antilla is a 400-foot-long 
long ship, built in 1939 in 
Hamburg, Germany. Antilla 
came to Aruba, because it 
had to find a neutral port. 
When Germany invaded 
the Netherlands on May 
10, 1940, the crew decided 
to let their own ship sink, to 
prevent it from falling into 
the hands of the Dutch 
Navy. Antilla lies on its port- 
side in Malmok bay, and 
the sunken word war two 
ship is now one of Aruba’s 
most 
popular 
snorkeling 
and dive spots. However, 
the ship wreck can only be 
reached by boat. The ship 
is visible from the surface 
and during your snorkeling 
trip you be surrounded by 
hundreds of tropical fishes, 
but the ship wreck alone is 
already impressive enough. 


Baby Beach 
Baby 
beach; 
a 
white 
beach, with a crystal blue 
ocean. The beach is lo- 
cated on the southern part 
of the island. On the way 
to the famous beach, you 
will drive through the old 
capital of Aruba, San Nico- 
las. The old Aruban culture 
can be still felt and expe- 
rienced here, so do not 
hesitate to get out of your 


car and walk around for 
a while. Baby beach is a 
child friendly beach, since 
it is shallow and the water 
has a pleasant tempera- 
ture. The name therefore 
fits well with the beach. 
Baby beach is an excellent 
beach for snorkeling, espe- 
cially if you want to go with 
small children, because the 
water remains shallow and 
there are still many under- 
water wonders to see. In 
the ocean there is an area 
marked until where it is rec- 
ommended to snorkel and 
on the beach you will find 
different facilities. It is a per- 
fect beach to spend your 
day snorkeling and relax- 
ing. 


Mangel Halto 
Mangel Halto beach is lo- 
cated in Savaneta, on the 


southern-west part of the 
island. The beach is differ- 
ent from the other beaches 
in Aruba; it is beach full of 
mangroves. You reach the 
beach by a bridge through 
the mangroves and then 
you will have several en- 
trances to the sea. There 
are diverse spots where 
you can enjoy a perfect 
beach day, wooden stairs 
made to enter the water 
and a dock to sit on and 
enjoy the view. Mangel 
Halto is also worth a visit for 
the snorkeling experience. 
Inside the bay, the water 
is clear and you find many 
colorful fish. Outside the 
bay is a bit more challeng- 
ing for beginners because 
of the wind and the waves, 
but the coral is alive and it 
is just like snorkel heaven.q 
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Aruba’s cultural and literary development: Then and now 


(Oranjestad)—The Aruban culture 
has seen many substantial devel- 
opments over the course of a cen- 
tury. With the introduction of the 
Lago Refinery at the turn of the 20th 
century, followed by the breakout 
of the Second World War and the 
general incentive for political inde- 
pendence during the mid-century, 
a cultural identity on the island be- 
gan to take form and have since 
developed through international 
and local influences. 


In the pre-industrial era of the 19th 
century, much could not be said 
about a cultural identity on the is- 
land. Still being a part of a Dutch 
colonial territory at the same, as 
well as not having political or eco- 
nomic autonomy (Curacao was 
the center of commerce, cultural 
life, and political management 
of the Netherland Antilles at the 
time), the small population of Aru- 
ba consisted mostly of farmers and 
fishermen, tending to their crops 
and their cattle, or going out to fish 
to provide for their family. As Quito 
Nicolaas states in his article Historia 
di Literatura Arubiano: E Bida Cul- 
tural (Literary History of Aruba: Cul- 
tural Life), “during the pre-industrial 
period, there were no significant 
economic activity that could have 
created a cultural ambience, with 
only one way to generate profit at 
the time for the sub existence of 
Aruban families.” 
It wasn’t until the introduction of 
the Lago Refinery in San Nicolas 
in 1928, that the island saw a small 
boom in cultural manifestations 
and entertainment, as farmers left 
the ‘cunucu’ (country) life to work 
in the refinery, which resulted in 
Aruba acquiring a different eco- 
nomic pilar. Before this, entertain- 
ment and cultural manifestations 
were mostly experiences by local 
parishes and the island’s elite, who 
often partook in cultural and enter- 


taining activities around the island, 
like going to the movie theater or 
coming together to share poetry 
on Sundays after church. 


Literary life 
Throughout the 19th century and 
up until the 1940s, there were also 
not much trace of a cultural cli- 
mate for the cultural-literary sector 
on the island. Primary education 
was introduced on the island mid- 
19th century, followed by second- 
ary and higher education around 
the late 30’s and 40’s. It wasn’t un- 
til the 1950s, with the introduction 
of the E.R.N.A agreement in 1951 
and the signing of the Statute in 
1954, which allowed more space 
for and control over the econom- 


ic and cultural development of 
Aruba, that the literary life on the 
island began to grow substantially 
compared to decades before. This 
was in response to local institutions 
established in the 1940s for cultural 
and literary growth on the island, 
but that did not yet capture the 
attention of the general public. 
The 1950 brought with it a boom 
of literary production on the island, 
like those of V.S. Piternella, as well 
as migrant authors José Ramón 
Vicioso y Rings William Rufus, who 
have also contributed to the liter- 
ary development on the island. 
The literary movement was further 
promoted by local broadcasters 
Voz di Aruba and Radio Kelkboom, 
with their regular broadcast of liter- 
ary works. 


The 50s and 60s also saw the influ- 
ence of international cultures, es- 
pecially that of the United States. 
During this time, because of inter- 
national influences as well as the 
continued prosperity of the oil re- 
finery, cultural traditions in Aruba 
began to really take form and 
become widespread, as different 
worldly and local concepts were 
introduced in the Aruban society. 
With the establishment of local 
television broadcast station Tele- 
Aruba in 1963, and with time and 
possibilities, local programs such as 
“Nos Tera”’ (“Our Land”) started 
to pay more attention to the Aru- 
ban culture and worked to form a 


cultural consciousness in the com- 
munity. The 1960s also saw the rise 
of local authors and artists, who 
were more comfortable in produc- 
ing works in our native tongue, Pa- 
piamento, but who also produced 
works in Spanish, English and Dutch 
This new phenomenon was in re- 
sponse to the interaction between 
economic growth, individual pros- 
perity, cultural life and literary ex- 
pression. 


The 21st century 
Nowadays, international influence 
on our culture is still prevalent, es- 
pecially those from Latin America, 
the United States and The Nether- 
lands. Nevertheless, there also ex- 
ists a strong cultural identity and 
traditions that are exclusive to the 
Aruban culture, often manifest- 
ing during traditional celebrations, 
like Dia di San Juan/Dera Gai (St. 
John’s Day), Dia di Himno y Ban- 
dera (National Hymn and Flag 
Day), Camping during Easter and 
much more. With the surge of so- 
cial media in the last decade, ar- 
tistic voices, especially those of the 
younger generation, has become 
even more prevalent and eas- 
ily accessible to the community 
of Aruba through online platforms 
such as Facebook, Instagram and 
TikTok. 


Source: Historia di Literatura Aru- 
biano: E Bida Cultural by J.R. “Qui- 
to” Nicolaasq 
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SEC lawsuits against cryptocurrency companies 
raise questions about industry's future 


By FATIMA HUSSEIN & 
KEN SWEET 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — First 
came the crypto winter, 
then the alleged fraud 
wrought by FTX founder 
Sam Bankman-Fried, and 
now the lawsuits. 
The U.S. Securities and Ex- 
change Commission filed 
lawsuits last week against 
the world's biggest cryp- 
tocurrency 
exchanges, 
Binance 
and 
Coinbase, 
deepening 
tensions 
be- 
tween the government and 
a volatile industry that has 
been marred by scandals 
and market meltdowns. 
Binance 
and 
Coinbase 
are both alleged to have 
violated the law by operat- 
ing as securities exchanges 
without 
registering 
their 
businesses with the SEC. 
Binance faces additional 
charges, along with its 
CEO, of diverting customer 
funds to a separate busi- 
ness, among other accu- 
sations. Most recently, the 
SEC asked a federal judge 
to freeze the assets of Bi- 
nance's U.S. platform. 
The lawsuits are the latest in 
an ongoing tussle between 
government officials who 
describe the crypto indus- 
try as the " Wild West," and 
creators of digital assets 
who seek to legitimize cryp- 
tocurrency as a currency 
of the future. 
Industry leaders say that, 
with their latest actions, U.S. 
regulators are more clearly 
signaling that they seek to 
ensure cryptocurrency has 
no room in the traditional 
financial system. 
And 
leading 
regulators 
are more open about their 
thoughts on the merits of 
cryptocurrency. SEC Chair 
Gary Gensler told Bloom- 
berg on Tuesday: "We don't 
need more digital currency 
… we already have digital 


currency — it's called the 
U.S. dollar." 
What results from the legal 
battle could greatly dimin- 
ish the growth of the crypto 
industry or, alternatively, re- 
strict the scope of the SEC's 
regulatory authority. 
Federica Pantana, an at- 
torney at Davidoff Hutch- 
er & Citron in New York 
who handles SEC cases, 
has been watching the 
episode unfold and is now 
clear with her crypto clients 
in the interim: "With the SEC 
taking a strong enforce- 
ment agenda, there is no 
question that firms have to 
take the view that crypto 
assets are securities and 
platforms that exchange 
these assets have to ac- 
cept that." 
Whether companies that 
trade in crypto decide it 
makes business sense to 
register with the SEC, or 
drop their businesses all to- 
gether, will determine the 
landscape of the industry 
in the future, Pantana said. 
The reverberations of the 
litigation could put some 
companies out of business, 
she said. 
The crypto industry already 
knew it was under a tough 
spotlight from Washington's 
regulators and politicians. 
The collapse of crypto pric- 
es last year as well as the 


demise of several notable 
crypto companies — in- 
cluding FTX — exposed 
investors to billions of dol- 
lars in losses. Gensler had 
repeatedly stated, both 
to Congress and in public 
appearances, that he be- 
lieves the SEC has more 
than enough authority to 
regulate the industry. 
Treasury Secretary Janet 
Yellen told CNBC Wednes- 
day that she's "very sup- 
portive" of the SEC using 
the tools it has to protect 
consumers and investors. 
Despite 
the 
increased 
scrutiny from regulators, 
the crypto industry was 
expecting 
Congress 
to 
eventually intervene and 
help legitimize the industry 
through new laws. Several 
bills were introduced last 
year by Democrats and 
Republicans that would 
have put crypto under the 
authority of the Commod- 
ity Futures Trading Com- 
mission and made other 
products, including stable 
coins, more legitimate by 
standardizing what assets 
those products could hold. 
Yellen 
said 
Wednesday 
that she sees "some holes 
in the system where ad- 
ditional regulation I think 
would be appropriate and 
we would like to work with 
Congress to see additional 
legislation passed." 
The most viable piece of 
legislation sits in the House 
Financial Services Com- 
mittee, spearheaded by 
Rep. Patrick McHenry, R- 
N.C., who chairs the pane. 
The legislation was co-au- 
thored by Glenn Thomp- 
son, R-Penn., chairman of 
the House Committee on 
Agriculture.q 


The Binance app icon is seen on a smartphone, Feb. 28, 2023, in 
Marple Township, Pa. 
Associated Press 
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San Nicolas 


Police 
100 
Oranjestad 
527 3140 
Noord 
527 3200 
Sta. Cruz 
527 2900 
San Nicolas 
584 5000 
Police Tipline 
11141 
Ambulancia 
911 
Fire Dept. 
115 
Red Cross 
582 2219 


Women in Difficulties 
PHARMACY ON DUTY 


TAXI SERVICES 
Taxi Tas 
587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 
588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 
280 2828 


Aruba Airport 
524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 
588 0059 
Jet Blue 
588 2244 
Surinam 
582 7896 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


Women in Difficulties 
OTHER 
Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 
Women in Difficulties 
EMERGENCY 


Women in Difficulties 
TRAVEL INFO 


Women in Difficulties 
AID FOUNDATIONS 


Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 


Women in Difficulties 
General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 


Oranjestad: 
Trupiaal: Tel. 583 8560 
Aloe : Tel. 584 4606 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


facebook.com/arubatoday/ 


HEALTH 


Caribbean Palm Village 
1 BR wk 23 room 1305 $2,5K 


1 BR wk 23 room 7104 $2K 


1 BR 23 room 2105 $2,5K 


2 BR wk 23 room 2101 $3K 


2 BR wk 23 room 5210 $2,5 K 


Call: 001-297-526-2883 


Laura.croes@cpvr.com 


________________________________216730 


Caribbean Palm Village 
1 BR wk 22 room 5105 $2,5K 


1 BR wk 22 room 7102 $2K 


1 BR 22 room 1301 $2,5K 


2 BR wk 22 room 5109 $3K 


2 BR wk 22 room 7202 $2,5 K 


Call: 001-297-526-2883 


Laura.croes@cpvr.com 


________________________________216730 


Caribbean Palm Village 
1 BR wk 24 room 7303 $2,5K 


1 BR wk 24 room 5306 $2K 


1 BR wk 24 room 1207 $2,5K 


2 BR wk 24 room 5109 $3K 


2 BR wk 24 room 7308 $2,5 K 


Call: 001-297-526-2883 


Laura.croes@cpvr.com 


________________________________216730 


Florida center says ‘Grey Team’ technology, 
exercise help veterans overcome PTSD and 
other ailments 


By Terry Spencer 
Associated Press 
BOCA RATON, Fla. (AP) 
— Before Fred Kalfon be- 
gan exercising at the Grey 
Team veterans center a 
couple months ago, the 
81-year-old rarely left his 
Florida home. 
Parkinson’s disease, an in- 
ner ear disorder and other 
neurological problems, all 
likely caused by the Viet- 
nam vet’s exposure to the 
infamous defoliant Agent 
Orange, made it difficult 
for him to move. His post- 
traumatic stress disorder, 
centering on the execution 
of a woman who helped 
his platoon, was at its worst. 
Treatment through the fed- 
eral Department of Veter- 
ans Affairs didn’t work, he 
said. 
“I felt stupid the way I walk 
around and stumble,” said 
Kalfon, who led a medical 
aid unit as a first lieuten- 
ant in 1964-65. “I was de- 
pressed.” 
But after months in a vet- 
eran-specialized gym and 
recovery program, the re- 
tired pharmaceutical re- 
searcher and sales man- 
ager is socializing and has 
thrown aside his walker for 
a cane. 
He’s among the latest of 
700 veterans of all ages 
working 
with 
the 
Grey 
Team, a 7-year-old organi- 
zation combining person- 
alized workouts, camara- 
derie, community outings 
and an array of machines 
in a 90-day program tar- 
geted at improving physi- 
cal and mental health. 
“It’s the machines, sure. It’s 
the therapy you are taking. 
It’s the (staff’s) encourage- 
ment — they are there all 
the time for you. They are 
caring. Caring makes a dif- 
ference,” Kalfon said. 
The nonprofit center, locat- 
ed in a converted ware- 
house in Boca Raton, Flor- 
ida, gets its name, in part, 
from the brain’s nickname: 
“gray matter.” Many of 
the vets who apply and 
are accepted into the free 
program 
suffered 
head 
trauma in battle or have 
PTSD. “What we have cre- 


ated here is really magi- 
cal,” said Grey Team co- 
founder Cary Reichbach, 
62, a physical trainer and 
former Army police officer. 
The goal, he said, is to get 
the vets off medications 
for their mental and physi- 
cal ailments when possible. 
Even after completing the 
program, participants can 
still workout, hang out and 
participate in outings. 
With the government say- 
ing vets are 50% more like- 
ly to kill themselves than 
non-veterans, 
Reichbach 
is proud the center helps 
combat that statistic. 
“We want to tackle the 
suicidal ideation before it 
even starts,” he said. 
He concedes suicide pre- 
vention is easier because 
the center doesn’t accept 


clients who are homeless or 
have uncontrolled addic- 
tions. 
“I wish we had the funding 
to tackle” those issues, he 
said. 
The Grey Team’s program 
features an array of ma- 
chines using infrared light, 
lasers and sound waves 
meant to relieve stress, 
heal mental and physical 
wounds and help the vets 
sleep without the use of 
pharmaceuticals. The pro- 
gram is run by a primary 
team of seven, including a 
medical director. 
Drugs are overutilized in 
other veteran programs, 
such as those in VA hospi- 
tals, often because “they 
have a budget and they 
have to spend it,” Reich- 
bach said.q 


U.S. Army veteran Ed Reichbach, 93, left, greets Vietnam vet- 
eran Fred Kalfon, 81, after Kalfon's workout session at the Grey 
Team veterans center, Wednesday, May 17, 2023, in Boca Ra- 
ton, Fla. 
Associated Press 
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NEW YORK (AP) — Another 
horse has died after racing 


at Belmont Park, the sec- 
ond fatality in 24 hours after 
the Belmont Stakes. 
Mashnee Girl fell near the 
quarter pole and sustained 
a catastrophic injury to her 
left front leg, according to 
New York Racing Associa- 
tion spokesman Pat McK- 
enna. 
The 5-year-old mare was 
euthanized due to the se- 
verity of the injury. 
McKenna said in a state- 
ment that a necropsy will 
be performed at Cornell 
University, with the results to 
be analyzed by Horserac- 
ing Integrity and Safety 
Authority (HISA) officials, as 


well as the New York State 
equine medical director. 
NYRA, HISA and the New 
York State Gaming Com- 
mission will review the cir- 
cumstances 
around 
the 
incident, he said. 
Mashnee Girl had three 
wins in 19 career starts and 
earnings of $194,065, ac- 
cording to Equibase, the 
industry database. 
She was trained by Mark 
Hennig, whose Excursion- 
niste suffered a catastroph- 
ic left front leg injury in the 
13th race on grass Satur- 
day at Belmont, the final 
race on the Belmont Stakes 
card. 


Excursionniste had to be 
euthanized. 
The latest death is the fourth 
at Belmont Park during the 
spring-summer meet that 
began on May 4. A total of 
1,670 horses have started in 
214 races, McKenna said. 
Churchill Downs in Louis- 
ville, Kentucky, suspended 
racing 
operations 
and 
moved its meet to Ellis Park 
in the wake of 12 horse fa- 
talities over the past month. 
At Baltimore’s Pimlico, Na- 
tional Treasure’s Preakness 
victory was preceded by 
the death of another horse 
trained by Hall of Famer 
Bob Baffert.q 


By HOWARD FENDRICH 
AP Tennis Writer 
PARIS (AP) — Novak Djokov- 
ic made clear for years this 
was his goal. What drove 
him. What inspired him. 
The biggest titles from his 
sport’s biggest stages were 
Djokovic’s main aim and 
now he finally stands alone 
— ahead of Rafael Nadal, 
ahead of Roger Federer, 
ahead of every man who 
ever has swung a racket. 
If Djokovic could wait this 
long to hold this record, 
he certainly could wait for 
the half-hour or so it took to 
straighten out his strokes in 
the French Open final. And 
so, after a bit of a shaky 
start in thick, humid air and 
under foreboding clouds 
Sunday, he imposed him- 
self. The opponent at Court 
Philippe Chatrier, Casper 
Ruud, never really stood a 
serious chance after that. 
Djokovic earned his men’s- 
record 23rd Grand Slam sin- 
gles championship, break- 
ing a tie with Nadal and 
moving three in front of 
the retired Federer, with a 
7-6 (1), 6-3, 7-5 victory over 
Ruud that was not in doubt 
for most of its 3 hours, 13 
minutes. Djokovic puts this 
one alongside the French 
Open titles he earned in 
2016 and 2021, making him 
the only man with at least 
three from each major. 
He won his very first at the 
2008 Australian Open and 
now possesses a total of 10 
trophies from there, seven 


from Wimbledon and three 
from the U.S. Open. 
“I knew that going into the 
tournament, 
going 
into 
the match, especially, to- 
day, that there is history 
on the line, but I try to fo- 
cus my attention and my 
thoughts into preparing for 
this match in the best way 
possible to win, like any oth- 
er match,” Djokovic said, 
wearing a red jacket with 
“23” stitched on the chest. 
“Of course I would lie if I say 
that I didn’t think about the 
finish line that is right there 
and that one more match 
is needed to win a trophy 
— a historic one.” 
Also worth noting: He again 


is halfway to a calendar- 
year Grand Slam — win- 
ning all four majors in one 
season — something no 
man has achieved since 
Rod Laver in 1969. Djokovic 
came close in 2021, when 
he 
won 
the 
Australian 
Open, French Open and 
Wimbledon and made it all 
the way to the title match 
at the U.S. Open before los- 
ing to Daniil Medvedev. 
Djokovic will resume that 
pursuit 
at 
Wimbledon, 
which begins on the grass 
of the All England Club 
on July 3. “He has this soft- 
ware in his head that he 
can switch (on) when a 
Grand Slam comes,” said 


his coach, Goran Ivanise- 
vic. “The day we arrived 
here, he was better, he was 
more motivated, he was 
more hungry. Every day, he 
played better and better.” 
Entering the 2011 season, 
this is how the Slam count 
looked: 16 for Federer, nine 
for Nadal, one for Djokovic. 
“Pretty decent 12 years, I 
must say, for me,” Djokovic 
said with a smile. 
The climb began with a trio 
that year and accelerated 
lately: He has clutched the 
trophy at 11 of the last 20 
Slams, a remarkable run 
made even more so when 
considering that he did not 
participate in two majors 


during that span because 
he did not get vaccinated 
against COVID-19. Djokov- 
ic was deported in January 
2021 before the Australian 
Open, and he was not al- 
lowed to fly to the United 
States ahead of last year’s 
U.S. Open under a rule that 
since has been lifted. 
Getting to 23 not only sets 
the mark for men, but it also 
lets Djokovic equal Serena 
Williams, who wrapped up 
her career last year, for 
the most by anyone in the 
Open era, which began in 
1968. Margaret Court won 
some of her all-time record 
of 24 Slam trophies in the 
amateur era. 
At 20 days past his 36th 
birthday, the Serb is the 
oldest 
singles 
champion 
at Roland Garros, consid- 
ered the most grueling of 
the majors because of the 
lengthy, 
grinding 
points 
required by the red clay, 
which is slower than the 
grass or hard courts under- 
foot elsewhere. 
Nadal’s 22nd major arrived 
in Paris a year ago, two 
days after he turned 36. He 
has been sidelined since 
January by a hip injury and 
had arthroscopic surgery 
on June 2. 
“Many congrats on this 
amazing 
achievement,” 
Nadal tweeted shortly af- 
ter the final concluded. 
“23 is a number that just a 
few years back was (impos- 
sible) to think about, and 
you made it!” q 


Djokovic wins his 23rd Grand Slam title by beating Ruud 


Serbia’s Novak Djokovic kisses the trophy as he celebrates winning the men’s singles final match 
of the French Open tennis tournament against Norway’s Casper Ruud in three sets, 7-6, (7-1), 6-3, 
7-5, at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, Sunday, June 11, 2023. 


Associated Press 


Another horse dies at Belmont Park, 2nd fatality in 24 hours 


Arcangelo, with jockey Javier Castellano, crosses the finish 
line to win the 155th running of the Belmont Stakes horse race, 
Saturday, June 10, 2023, at Belmont Park in Elmont, N.Y. 


Associated Press 
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McCutchen gets 2,000th hit, Pirates ride Keller to 2-1 victory 


By WILL GRAVES 
AP Sports Writer 
PITTSBURGH (AP) — If he's 
being 
honest, 
Andrew 
McCutchen thought he'd 
have gotten to 2,000 hits 
long ago. 
During the Pittsburgh Pi- 
rates star's run as one of the 
best players in the game in 
the early 2010s — a stretch 
in which electric center- 
fielder won an MVP and 
was an All-Star five times 
— the hits came so easily it 
seemed as if they'd never 
stop. 
Then, well, "baseball hap- 
pened." Pitchers adjusted. 
The magic he once sum- 
moned so regularly waned. 
He bounced around from 
city to city and position to 
position. 
Peace arrived in Janu- 
ary when McCutchen re- 
turned to Pittsburgh on a 
one-year deal. He vowed 
to appreciate his second 
stint in his adopted home- 
town more than he did his 
first. That's what made the 
moment when his 2,000th 
hit — a sharp single to left 
leading off the bottom of 
the first in a 2-1 win over 
New York on Sunday — so 
sweet. 
McCutchen was just a 
22-year-old kid on June 4, 
2009, when he fisted an 0-2 
pitch from New York starter 
Mike Pelfrey up the middle 
in the bottom of the first. 
The ball died in the grass, 
giving him just enough time 
to beat the throw. 
Just over 14 years later, he 
didn't need to use legs he 
admits don't move quite 
like they to to become the 
291st player to reach 2,000 
hits. 
McCutchen 
turned 
on an 85 mph slider from 
Carlos Carrasco (2-3) and 
had time to soak in the 
moment, waving to a PNC 
Park crowd that included 
wife Maria and their three 
children after rounding first 
and making his way back 
to the bag. 
"It was definitely special to 
have them here and be 
here," McCutchen said. "In 
my mind, I was like, 'I'll get 
it today. It's Sunday. I'll get 
it.'" 
McCutchen entered Pitts- 
burgh's season-high, nine- 
game homestand just a 
handful of hits short of a 


plateau only four other ac- 
tive players have reached. 
As much as McCutchen 
wanted to get there at 
home, he promised him- 
self he wasn't going to 
abandon the mindset that 
carried him to the cusp of 
some pretty rare company. 
So he waited patiently, tak- 
ing walk after walk — Mc- 
Cutchen entered Sunday 
with 12 free passes alone in 
June — rather than flail at 
something out of the strike 
zone and hope he got 
lucky. It's the kind of self- 
less example McCutchen 
has set for much of his ca- 
reer, one of the reasons the 
surprising Pirates were so 
intent on a reunion in the 
offseason. 
"When you see someone of 
his caliber of player that's 


chasing a milestone and 
staying consistent with their 
approach 
100%, 
there's 
no better model for young 
players than watching a 
veteran player handle him- 


self like that," Pittsburgh 
manager 
Derek 
Shelton 
said. 
Perhaps even more impor- 
tantly for McCutchen, a 
day he knew would come 


coincided with his team fin- 
ishing off a 6-3 homestand 
that pushed it back into first 
in the NL Central. 
"We won," McCutchen said. 
"That's all I care about." 
Jack Suwinski hit his 12th 
home run for Pittsburgh. 
Mitch Keller (8-2) allowed 
just two hits over seven 
innings. 
David 
Bednar 
worked around a one-out 
double by Tommy Pham in 
the ninth for his 14th save. 
In the clubhouse afterward 
Shelton flipped the ball 
from McCutchen's 2,000th 
hit to the player who is 
helping jolt the franchise 
back to life the way he 
did a decade ago, when 
Pittsburgh ended 20 years 
of losing and reached the 
postseason three straight 
years from 2013-15.q 


Pittsburgh Pirates' Andrew McCutchen (22) stands on first base 
after hitting a single off New York Mets starting pitcher Carlos 
Carrasco, left, for his 2000th major league hit during the first in- 
ning of a baseball game in Pittsburgh, Sunday, June 11, 2023. 
Associated Press 
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Eagle Beach – When you think 
of a restaurant that pleases the 
needs of a whole family or a 
large group of people with all 
different tastes? Think Water’s 
Edge Restaurant. Located at 
the shore of Aruba’s most won- 
derful beach, The Eagle Beach 
Aruba. Water’s Edge Restau- 
rant is guaranteed to serve you 
a fantastic magical night to re- 
member. Whether you prefer to 
enjoy the view from indoors air 
conditioned comfort, outdoors in 
the soft tropical breeze or under 
a palapa with your toes in the 
sand. This spectacular restaurant 
offers the best ocean view sun- 
set or sky full of stars dinner while 
the crispy Caribbean night wind 
caresses your face and plays 
with your hair. 


From the minute you arrive there 
will be a great staff welcoming 
you with the most contagious 
smiles and warmth. The intense 
menu with a great variety of ap- 
petizers, main courses and deli- 
cious desserts will not disappoint. 
Seafood, Steaks and interna- 
tional favorites. All on one menu 
specially made just for you. 


Culinary Voyage 
Start your gastronomic jour- 
ney with a scrumptious ap- 
petizer such as the Maryland 
Crab Cakes, maybe the Crispy 
Calamari or the mouthwatering 
creamy Garlic Tarragon Shrimp. 


You can also opt for a classic 
French Onion Soup, a Lobster 
Bisque or the famously Water’s 
Edge House Wedge, a crisp 
wedge of fresh romaine lettuce 
topped with homemade blue 
cheese dressing, diced toma- 
toes, chopped bacon, caramel- 
ized pecans and blue cheese 
crumbles, drizzled with balsamic 
reduction. This followed by the 
Chef’s special of seafood such 
as Fresh salmon filet seasoned 
and grilled, topped with lemon 
cilantro butter and served with 
homemade mashed potatoes 
and fresh asparagus, a nice 
plate of Ahi Tuna or a succulent 
pasta dish like the Florentina Fet- 
tuccine Alfredo. Meat Lovers will 
have their fix with choices of a 
devourable 22oz. Bone-In “Tom- 
ahawk” Rib-Eye, pan seared in 
garlic infused oil and finished in 
the oven or our juicy N.Y Strip 
Loin, seasoned & grilled. All our 
steaks options are seasoned with 
a blend of kosher salt and freshly 
cracked black pepper. Served 
with homemade mashed pota- 
toes, seasoned vegetables and 
a choice of red wine reduction, 
green peppercorn demi glace, 
mushroom sauce, or bacon blue 
cheese butter. For extra sides the 
options are delectable. Fresh as- 
paragus, seasonal vegetables, 
mashed or baked potatoes, fries 
or rice and beans. Combine 
your personal choice with one of 
the most exclusive wine from the 


great selection of international 
wines to compliment your dish. 
Kids will enjoy every item of the 
specially compiled kids menu 
and there are also optional dish- 
es for all vegans, vegetarians 
and gluten-free guests. To end 
the culinary voyage with some 
luscious sweetness, the desserts 
are wild. From a piece of coco- 
nut flan, NY cheese cake, carrot 
cake, chocolate brownie or our 
classic Tiramisu with kahlua and 
amaretto served with choco- 
late sauce and coffee jelly. Not 
to mention the fresh and light 
piece of key lime pie. 


Creating memories 
If you are planning a birthday 
dinner, here you will receive a 
nice bottle of champagne to 
take home with you to extend 
your experience even further 
whether on the beach or your 
own private balcony. 


Live entertainment 
Just about every day of the 
week, there is a different live 
entertainment by the best local 
artists for you to enjoy. Whether 
you’re in a romantic mood, or 
more in a swinging mood, there 
is absolutely a night especially 
for you where you can combine 
great music with delicious cock- 
tails mixed with concoctions. In 
addition, Water’s Edge offers 
three daily Happy Hours from 
12pm-1pm, 4pm-6pm and again 
from 9pm-10pm with all premium 
brands specially priced. 


Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 
Whether you join us for breakfast, 
lunch or dinner, Water’s Edge 
Restaurant & Bar offers a relaxed 
and inspirational dining experi- 
ence overlooking the beautiful 
Eagle Beach with spectacular 
ocean views. Gather with friends 
and family for drinks and appe- 
tizers or a night of pampering 
and relaxation. 


Start this year’s vacation with this amazing experience in the heart 
of Costa Linda Beach Resort. 
Water’s Edge Restaurant is a jewel many had the pleasure to find! 


Water’s Edge is open daily from 
8am – 11pm 


To reserve your table please 
call +297 583-8000 / ext 8106 or 
direct line +297 586-9494 


For more information about 
the menus, entertainment and 
hours, please visit the website 
watersedge-aruba.com 


“Water’s Edge Restaurant is 
where magnificent beach views, 
amazing food and excellent 
service come together." 


Thank you to all our guests 
From the bottom of our hearts, 
we would like to Thank all of 
our guests who showed us 
so much love and support 
all throughout the year, and 
hopefully will continue to do so 
in the years to come. What we 
are most grateful for is that we 
could get back to doing what 
we love, which is looking after 
our guests. So, thank you for 
every dinner, lunch, breakfast, 
every to-go order, every glass 
of wine, every birthday, an- 
niversary and date-night that 
you spent with us this last year. 
To our new guests, Welcome! 
We hope you to see you back 
soon!q 


